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Letter from the Pastor
by Father Rick

Dear Friends, 

In the Book of Romans we read, “We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us…if it is serving, then serve; if it is 
teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement: if giving, then give gen-
erously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to 
show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 

Thank God we have a vibrant parish with 
many different gifted people. That is what makes 
a parish alive, many gifts shared, to strengthen 
the Body of Christ. I know that during Covid, 
many of you missed the ministries you enjoyed. 
I know that every parish community is eager to 
go back to “normal.” We are all called to reflect 
on how we can share our gifts with the commu-
nity. I encourage all to pray about returning to 
a ministry you love, or reflect on your gifts and 
join a new ministry. All gifts working together 
will continue to strengthen our parish. If some-
one invites you to get involved in a ministry, re-
member God gives us the grace to respond, YES! 

I promise to pray for you, and give thanks 
to God for you!

God Bless,  
        Father Rick
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Join us for an afternoon of delicious food, games, square danc-
ing, and fellowship down at Legion Keener Park at 1 p.m.

Bring your pets and have them blessed! 12:30 p.m. in the CDT 
parking lot

Come out to the Elks Lodge to join Father Rick in a day of 
fellowship and golf! Foursomes are welcome. There will be 
a catered dinner, prizes, and a basket giveaway!

Personal prayer can be hard, confusing, dry, and so many other 
things. Join us for a talk on how to pray and the impact it can 
make in your life and in your parish.

The Diocesean Golden Anniversary Mass will be held at Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral at 3:30 p.m. 

The Miscarriage, Stillbirth, Infant, and Child Loss Memorial 
Mass will be held at 6 p.m. at Holy Family

Our church thrives because of its volunteers! Now it’s our turn 
to celebrate you. This celebration will be in the CDT Cafeteria at 
5:30 p.m. Bring your family for an evening of fun and relaxation!

Come and pray for healing for yourself and for others.

Please see the bulletin, the parish office, or online for more information on these events
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On Faith Formation

Faith Formation strongly focuses on God’s 
love for us and how we can share this love 
wherever we go.

Our curriculum at Faith Formation stress-
es the importance of the Word of God in the 
Gospels and how we can apply these gospel 
messages in our everyday lives

We at Faith Formation strive to build and 
develop a strong foundation of the Catholic 
faith in partnership with parents. Faith Forma-
tion enriches and enhances the knowledge of  
the Blessed Trinity, (God the Father, Jesus His 
son, and the Holy Spirit.) Children are encour-
aged and supported as they begin their spiritual 
journey and continue to grow in their personal 
relationship with Jesus. We will challenge them  
to share His light with others.

This year at Faith Formation, the students 
will reach out to those in need in the commu-
nity,  school or families. Some of the projects 
we are looking forward to are:

K-6

• Collecting food items for our church food 
pantry 
 • Collecting items and filling supply bags 
for those in need in our community

GRADES 7-8

• Supporting the church by switching out 
the old missals with the new at advent 
 • Helping the church decorating commit-
tee at Christmas

by Jody Taylor



Over the past season, we as a parish have walked with our youth as they received the sacraments 
of First Communion and Confirmation. These milestones call to our own minds the significance 
of the sacraments that we often tend to take for granted. They remind us of the promises that we 
have made in our own faith journeys and the pillars of our faith that we seek to live by in our every-
day-lives. 

This year, we ask that you continue to pray for the children of our parish, that the Word of God 
will take root in their hearts and in their lives. 

We would like to give a special word of thanks to the catechists who work untiringly to help in-
still the Catholic Faith in the youth of Holy Family. You are truly living out the Great Commission of 
Christ!

Faith Formation K-6  
Meets Weekly

Confirmation 
Prep Classes

For more information contact Jody Taylor at jtaylor@dioceseofgreensburg.org

register online at 
www.holyfamilylatrobe.org/faith-formation-k-6

register online at 
https://www.holyfamilylatrobe.org/sacramen-

tal-prep

Sundays from 9:15-10:15 a.m.  
in the CDT cafeteria

Second Thursday of the Month 
from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.



The Goal and Purpose of Ministry  
Within the Local Church

by Deacon Mike Orange

Liturgical theology really is an important 
linchpin for the Church’s unity. In the 

end, our liturgical unity is expressive of the uni-
ty and universality of the Church, whereby it is 
Christ himself who speaks and acts through the 
ministers of the Church and all the members of 
his body gathered in his name.

At the end of verse 12 in Ephesians 4, we 
learn that the goal and purpose of ministry is 
to build up the body of Christ: “…to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ…” (Eph 4:12).

Think of the body of Christ as a building. 
In order for a building to become a home for 
someone to live in, many different things have 
to take place. The foundation has to be poured. 
Walls need to be erected. A roof has to be put 
on. Plumbing and electricity have to be installed. 
Storage and furniture have to be placed inside. 
All that is necessary for a building to become a 
home, at least in a first world country like the 
United States.

None of that stuff takes place on its own, 
nor does one person do it. A lot of work goes 
into building a home, work that is done by many 
different people who are all gifted in different 
ways. Concrete workers, framers, and roofers, 
electricians, plumbers, cabinet and furniture 
makers, as well as painters, people to lay the 
floor, and those who design the interior – all 
these people and more must contribute in order 
for a building to become a home.

Something similar has to happen in the 
church. The saints, equipped by a pastor, must 
all use their gifts to build up the body of Christ. 
We must all be actively engaged in the area of 
ministry with which Jesus has called us.

Now, we all have a good idea of what a home 
looks like. But what should the church look 
like? In other words, how do we know when the 
building has been built?

A church that resembles Christ in its 
thoughts, actions, and knowledge is a church 
that is growing. Paul in Ephesians tells us that 
we should all be working towards maturity. We 
shouldn’t be stagnant Christians. We should 
all be maturing in our 
faith. Also he says, that 
we should all be employ-
ing our gifts to help one 
another grow in the faith, 
just like parents help their 
kids grow into mature 
adults.

The way we get there 
is by building each other 
up in an understanding 
of the basics of the faith and a deep, intimate 
knowledge of the Son of God. We also get there 
by being a church that is given to being like 
Christ in our thoughts, actions, and knowledge, 
and helping others do the same.  
 
 

The saints, equipped 
by a pastor, must all 

use their gifts to build 
up the body of Christ. 

We must all be actively 
engaged in the area of 
ministry with which 
Jesus has called us.



“What does love look 
like? It has the hands to help 

others. It has the feet to hasten 
to the poor and needy. It has the 
eyes to see misery and want. It 
has the ears to hear the sighs 
and sorrows of men. That is 

what love looks like.” 

 
Again, the only way we accomplish that is if:

• We are unified.  
        • We are gathering together in community 
             on a regular basis. 
        • We are using our God-given gifts. 
        • We are speaking the truth in love to one 
             another.

If that is our focus, then we will build one 
another up in the faith. We won’t be a church 
that is tossed to and fro, a church that is easily 
deceived by false teachers. On the other hand, 
if we aren’t doing those things, then we aren’t 
going to reach maturity. Instead, we are going 
to remain children who are easily deceived 
and led astray.

So what is the goal and purpose of 
ministry in the church?

It is to use our God-given gifts and con-
nection to one another to build one another up 
in the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, 
helping one another think, live, and know as 
Christ does, so that we will not be deceived 
and led astray. 

There are a number of ways for you to 
get more involved in the church. If you aren’t 
involved, I challenge you to get involved and 
to use your gifts in such a way that others are 
built up in the faith. If you don’t know where 
to start? Come to the office, ask for Caroline, 
Maggie, Fr. Rick, and Deacon Mike. We will 
certainly sit down with you and talk about your 
interests and guide you to a ministry that will 
bring you joy in serving and growing to full 
maturity in your faith and ultimately serving 
our Lord!

Blessings, 
             Deacon Mike



In our Adoration Chapel, and in the Ministry that keeps it open, we are gifted the beautiful and 
readily available opportunity to be close to Christ in the exposition of the Holy Eucharist. Without 
the hard work of those dedicated to this Adoration Chapel Ministry  this opportunity wouldn’t be 
available! All our Ministries work to bring Christ to others, but none in so literal a way as this. 

“Although Catholicism embodies many truths, the Eucharist is the center of the Catholic Faith. 
Consequently, it’s emblematic of being the keystone of the Catholic Church because Jesus Christ is 
the center of Catholic life and worship. Jesus Christ is here on earth again in the Eucharist, just as 
He was two thousand years ago. He is not just present in memory. Nor is He just spiritually pres-
ent. He is on earth - body, blood, soul, and divinity. The doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist is more than a convenient belief; it is an absolute necessity. The whole pattern of 
scriptural teaching demands it, and the Church could not continue in its life and work without the 
bodily presence of Jesus on earth today. As members of Christ’s Mystical Body, we need to have 
Jesus Christ at the heart of our diocese, city, and country. Eucharistic Adoration is simply a heart-
to-heart conversation with the God of the universe. When we spend what time we can in Adora-
tion - we continue our spiritual journey of conversion, which better equips us to meet the needs of 
those whom we encounter. Indeed, a win-win situation for all.” - Carol Pratt

When we consider where Christ is truly present in our parish communities, the celebration of 
the Mass is the clearest place to look. Jesus Christ reveals his presence in the Church to us through 
his true presence in the Eucharist, in the Word, but also in another significant way – in the gather-
ing of the faithful. As we know, “...where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) 

Ministry Leader for our Continental Breakfast Ministry, Cindy Smithhammer, comments, “As 
Catholics we tend to come to mass at the last minute and leave as soon as the priest does, making 
it nearly impossible to get to know our church family.  Continental Breakfast is a perfect way to get 
to know new or potential members and let them get to know us, to reconnect with friends and get 
to know and make new friendships with long time parishioners while enjoying a breakfast treat, 
fruit or bagel.” 

Fellowship is such an important aspect of our Church and certainly of our parish. One Parish 
Ministry that so greatly embodies this quality is the Continental Breakfast Ministry. It is so beauti-
ful to gather our community together in fellowship after mass, especially with such great food! 



 
 “One of the greatest joys I personally got to experience as a seminarian ministering at 
Holy Family Parish this past summer was seeing this reunion take place between Christ and 
his beloved through the ministry to the homebound.  I could feel the delight and joy that was 
present both between Christ and his child that he loves so much.  I could see the joy on the 
faces of those we ministered to that so clearly radiated from the depths of their souls when 
their Lord and Savior was once again physically present with them.  They say that absence 
makes the heart grow fonder, and I can attest that I personally experienced this immense joy 
and love, one like no other, when a child of God was reunited physically with that very God.

The blessings and grace that the reunion creates flows over into anyone who helps facil-
itate it because when we bring Christ to his beloved, we are living his command to love one 
another as he loves us ( John 13:34).

It is up to all of us to participate in this ministry of love and relationship.  I have experi-
enced its power firsthand, and I will attest from my experience this summer, with all of my 
being, that Jesus loves us, he desires us, he delights in us. He alone gives us joy that can only 
come about from a mutual love and bond – a relationship – that is stronger than anything 
we understand. Not only does the homebound benefit from being reunited to Christ and the 
Eucharist and that relationship made stronger, but the servant who serves is brought into a 
deeper relationship of joy with Christ.” - Mario Porecca

The USCCB reminds us, “The Scriptures are the word of God, written under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. In the Scriptures, God speaks to us, leading us along the path to salvation.” The 
Liturgy of the Word is such a significant encounter with our Lord and his plan for our lives through 
scripture and the guided reflection of the clergy through the homily. As we know ourselves, 
though, it isn’t always easy to understand, truly comprehend, or even remain totally focused on the 
complexity of scripture and its meaning! For our children experiencing the Liturgy, this struggle is 
similar and sometimes more difficult.  

The Ministry of Children’s Liturgy of the Word offers a beautiful chance for the youngest of 
our congregation to experience the Liturgy of the Word in an engaging way just for them! Our 
dedicated Leaders and Aides present the Scriptures to the children in a setting that allows them to 
understand at their level and how it pertains to them in their own life.  

Like all of our Liturgical Ministries, this Ministry takes on that work of building up the Parish 
community and the Body of Christ, but in a special way – the future of this Parish. 





RCIA to OCIA...What’s Going On!
by Deacon Mike Orange

Nope. That’s not a typo. The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops decided last 
year that RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) should be more appropriately named 
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults). 
The USCCB’s decision applies to the process 
and the ritual book of prayers. 

So what’s the story behind the name 
change, after generations of using RCIA to 
define the process of welcoming new members 
into the Catholic Church? It turns out that there 
are decades of interesting history behind it.

What’s in a name? 
Sacrosanctum Concilium was implemented 

during Vatican II which led to the first Latin edi-
tion of the Ordo Initiationis Christianae Adulto-
rum (OICA) in 1972, with the first English trans-
lation following shortly after in 1974. In 1986, the 
U.S. bishops published the National Statutes for 
the Catechumenate that set in motion the 1974 
texts being re-translated and rites added for 
baptized candidates. This eventually led to the 
1988 text that Catholic parishes have been using 
for RCIA.

In 2001, Pope John Paul II introduced the 
Liturgiam Authenticam, 
which set guidelines for the 
translation of ritual books 
from Latin into other lan-
guages. Over time, each of 
the conferences of bishops 
have translated various 
rites in the Church, and 
RCIA is the latest to under-
go revisions to more closely 
match the Latin original, 
Ordo Initiationis Christi-
anae Adultorum (OICA).

Order vs. Rite
Adult faith formation leaders are famil-

iar with guiding candidates and catechumens 
through each rite, from the ‘Signing of the 
Book’ to ‘Reconciliation.’ The name change is 
also intended to better reflect that an “order” 
is a collection of all the “rites” involved in the 
process.

The revision will also introduce four new 
categories: catechumens (unbaptized adults), 
unbaptized infants, baptized non-Catholic 
Christians, and baptized Catholics in need of 
confirmation. In addition, three new terms will 
also be part of the revision—inquirer, cate-
chumen, and elect—and will identify the stage 
each candidate is in the process.

Easter Vigil
Easter Vigil is one of the most significant 

moments for the Church and for thousands of 
adults in parishes around the world as they be-
come Catholic, after months (sometimes years) 
preparing for the sacraments.

Once the Vatican approves the new 
process and publishes a new ritual book of 

prayers, Easter Vigil will 
look a little different. Rites 
will be adjusted to focus 
on baptisms received in 
other Christian denomina-
tions, and the new edition 
will include texts for infant 
baptisms.

Well there you have 
it! Everything is a process 
and as we go along, we will 
adapt all the changes.  I 
hope this helps!



Oh so many years ago, when I was choosing a college and direction for my academic life, I 
had myself convinced that I needed to be in a very specific, streamlined program. Getting a liber-
al arts degree seemed frivolous to me. I needed to be as focused on my area of study as possible. 
As with many things in life though, my plans differed from God’s, and I found myself ending up at 
Saint Vincent College – a liberal arts college. 

Over the course of my four years at Saint Vincent, I was formed as a more well rounded stu-
dent and professional adult from a variety of different angles. Philosophy and theology became 
focused interests of mine that heavily influenced how I understood my actual major in a way that 
I would not have gotten in a focused program. I was able to indulge other interests that allowed 
me to avoid being burnt out by my major focused classes. Over time, I came to appreciate the 
unity in the diversity of my schedule and the effect that this had on my personal and academic 
experience. 

As I was reflecting and praying about what I would write in this article all about “Ministries” I 
couldn’t help but be reminded by that concept I learned so well in college. 

The Church, our own Parish, are very similar to that liberal arts college experience. While 
there isn’t necessarily a diverse set of classes, there is a diverse range of Parish Ministries! What I 
want to reflect on, though, is the concept of the unity within the diversity. 

The reason that my college experience was so successful and motivating for me, as opposed 
to others who have a less impactful experience at liberal arts colleges, was the unity of all that di-
versity into a singularly motivating well roundedness. The other interests and classes that weren’t 
within the scope of my focused major still supported that major in significant ways. Everything 
funneled back to the goal of having a full understanding of the study of psychology and the hu-
man person. 

In the unity of our diverse Parish Ministries, we should also have that funneled focus toward 
one common goal. But what is that goal? What is the unifying factor between, for example, our 
Men’s Fellowship Ministry, and our Elizabeth Ministry? 

Saint Paul beautifully reminds us in his letter to the Romans that, “For as in one body we have 
many parts, and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ,” (Romans 12: 4-5). In Jesus Christ, we find our unity; in our identity as the many parts 
which make up the Body of Christ, we find our purpose. 

For what is the mission of Christ? Time and again in the Gospels, Jesus reminded us, “While 
I am in the world, I am the light of the world,” ( John 9:5). In his sermon on the mount, he charged 
us to join in his mission - “You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hid-
den . . . Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your heavenly Father,” (Matthew 5:14,16).  

As the Body of Christ living in this world, we are many parts that all function to be a beacon 
of his love and hope for the rest of the world. Continue to serve in your unique ways and pray that 
we may continue to always work toward that perfect unity of diversity to reflect Christ’s divine 
light into the world! 

Unity in Diversity
by Caroline Nelson



Lord, help our parish to keep our eyes on you  

so that we may follow your promptings and respond to your call.  

Shine your light on our parish community.  

Grant the Body of Christ unity and patience for one another.  

Bearing with each other in love, grant us the courage  

to turn to our neighbor and accompany them to the cross.  

You hear our personal prayers and those of our neighbors.  

May the light of our parish give hope to all. 

Amen.

We ask that you join us by taking 
this prayer and incorporating it into 
your everyday prayer life. Prayer is 
a powerful tool which becomes even 
more effective when it is magnified by 
a community raising their voices up 
in unison. This particular prayer has 
been crafted under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit to be the prayer which 
leads us on our mission to becoming 
the Light of Christ in our community - 
to truly become the Light of Latrobe. 



Music Ministry
by Bob Mason

This past summer has offered great opportunity for planning and revitalization to prepare for 
the coming year of Music Ministry here at Holy Family. One of the wonderful opportunities I was 
able to take advantage of was the National Pastoral Musician’s Conference in Louisville, KY. I learned 
so much during the conference, especially through connecting with other musicians across the 
country. I know I’ll be able to use what I’ve gathered to continue to enliven our Music Ministry. 

Now that choir practice has begun again, I am even more excited for this coming year! I so look 
forward to getting to hear the sound of all those voices coming together in Mass again. We have lots 
of new music planned as well as beautiful arrangements of traditional music to be played through-
out the year.  The choir will soon begin practicing their harmonies and arrangements for Christmas! 
There is always work and practice to be done to ensure that our voices and music enhance and sup-
port our faith in practice. 

As always, I would like to thank our choir as well as the congregation for their kind words of 
encouragement to me. Enriching the celebration of the Mass with music is a beautiful effort that 
involves all of us, from our dedicated cantors, to our choir, to all our parishioners in the pews. Even 
Father’s voice ringing out from the presider’s chair is a key piece of the life of music in liturgy! When 
our voices are joined together as one congregation in praise for our God, they carry our prayers 
joyfully to him.  We always have room and a warm welcome for those looking to be more directly 
involved by joining our choir. Join us and join your voices with ours in praise - Rehearsal is every 
Wednesday from 6:30PM to 7:45 PM in the main church  

I look forward to making music with all of you! 






